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Prayer

for the new season

This week I have been asking the Lord what He would like me to pray
for. I sensed the Lord saying: Shane, I want you to pray for this new
season. It is different; it will not be like the last. There has been a
dormancy, things have been on hold. But now there is a budding
and blossom and hints of new growth. The tension
and expectancy will rise as you wait for rain. The heat will increase
and only be abated when life giving torrential rain
comes to satisfy the land.
Watch for the budding with gratitude. Be thankful and celebrate the
beginnings. Watch and see what I am doing in this season. It will be
a wondrous thing. I have placed the word ‘wonder’ in your heart so
that you will desire it; you will look for it; be expectant of it; and only
truly satisfied when you see it. Pray for this.

The rain is coming!

Shane

Stringing the pearls
Shane Dowinton
“Preach the word, be prepared in season and out of season..”
2 Timothy 4:2

A lot of our standard models of doing things are going out of the window in 2020.
I’ve had to get used to seeing my own face on Zoom call meetings and hearing my
voice on WhatsApp voice notes. In a time of lock-down we’ve had to readjust how
we interact when we can’t interact. Of course, the internet is not new technology but
with each generation there is a different way of using it. As I am only a casual user
of Facebook and Instagram, I have had to get with it and learn how my daughter’s
generation are using these platforms to communicate.
Around the world churches have had to reinvent services to fit an online platform
and many have chosen Zoom or Facebook live to make sure their worship and
messages are seen by their people. At St John’s here in the bushveld that hasn’t
been an option. Although we have internet, we generally don’t have it as quickly or
as easily as most people do in towns and cities. And so, our little WhatsApp prayer
group has become our platform and our pulpit.
Preaching out of season has meant adjustment in how we share a message and
we have evolved our Sunday ‘service’ to host a short introductory message and a
communion. Around this simple framework we get to interact as a family, in prayer
and agreement, and in worship. It seems to work.
Ironically, it’s not a new idea. In Jesus’ time, a synagogue service would involve
precisely the same structure, without cell phones obviously! A member of the
synagogue would take a scroll and read a passage from it and then unpack it for
the rest of the congregation. In Hebrew this is Charaz, or ‘stringing the pearls’, and
involved linking scriptures to interpret a passage, and to give practical wisdom for
living. Jesus did it in Luke 4 when He declared that Isaiah 61, a messianic passage,
was being fulfilled in their sight. That message caused a stir to say the least.

In this issue of The Source we have decided
to accumulate some of the ‘pearls’ that have
been strung over the last few weeks by
members of St John’s in their introductory
messages. These moments have been so
anointed, and even though we can’t meet face
to face the Holy Spirit has moved through His
Word and through the testimony of His people.
So exciting.
Preaching the Word out of season is
challenging us to do ‘church’ in new ways. It’s
not church as we know it, but it’s still church.
I never had Jesus picked as a WhatsApp user
but I’m learning that creative communication
has always been His way. As you re-hear
these pearls of spiritual wisdom, string them
together and wear them about your neck,
carry them in your heart, and live them in your
daily lives. They were always meant for that.

The power of

intercession
Hendrik Viljoen

When Shane asked me to share the intro for our time of fellowship on the Prayer
Warriors WhatsApp group, he mentioned that it is interesting how the group off late
had evolved into an interceding church, for various people on the group, new people
on the group and even people not on the group. We have also been interceding for
our own and other countries as well as their leaders and we have been praying
against the evil one and his plans.
God then reminded me that I had also been reading about intercession for the whole
month of August. I am reading Andrew Murray’s classic devotional The Spiritual Life
the last year or so and have really found it to be inspirational and full of timeless
truths, some of which I would like to share with you here.
Bruce Wilkinson said for some reason many followers of Christ vastly
underestimate the results of fervent and persuasive prayer on behalf of others. If
you don’t think that your prayers on behalf of another would make any difference,
why would you pray? Or why would you pray if you think that everything is already
destined to happen, regardless of all else? Or why would you pray if you thought that
your prayers could never persuade God?

To find an answer, check out the following prayers of intercession by Moses and
Abraham:
After the rebellion of the twelve spies, God stated His decision, “I will strike them
down with a plague and destroy them, but I will make you into a nation greater and
stronger than them” (Numbers 14:12).
Moses interceded – he stepped between the Lord and the people and sought to
convince the Lord not to do that which He had just said he would do. The result? Then
the Lord said, “I have forgiven them, as you asked” (Numbers 14:20).
Did intercession in Moses’ case prove effective? Absolutely! Take then the case of
Abraham: God announced to Abraham that He was going to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah. Abraham immediately sought to change the mind of God. How? Through
careful negotiations! He reasoned: “What if there are fifty righteous people in the
city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare fifty righteous people in it?” (Genesis
18:24) “God answered, If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare
the whole place for their sake” (Genesis 18:26). Abraham then negotiated down to
forty-five people… and forty… then thirty… twenty… and finally ten! Each time, God met
his request.
Abraham believed what God had said and yet he immediately sought to intercede – to
stand between God and Sodom – and change God’s mind.

Let’s look at Christ’s example.
Hebrews 7:25 says: “Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God
through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them”. When God saw that
there was nobody to intercede (Isaiah 59:16), He himself provided the true intercessor
in Jesus Christ His Son, of whom it had already been said, “He bore the sins of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). Now that Christ
is seated at God’s right hand, He continually intercedes for us as our High Priest, but
with the difference that He gives His people the power to participate in His ministry
of intercession. Seven times in His last words to His disciples He repeated the
assurance that He would do what they asked. Through the leading of the Holy Spirit
they would know the will of God.

Let us then consider the role of the Holy Spirit in intercession.
Galatians 4:6 says: “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father”.”
When Christ prayed in Gethsemane, He was ready for any sacrifice, even to the
yielding of His life. Our Lord would have us yield ourselves as wholly to God as He
did; to pray like Him that God’s love should be done on earth at any cost. As God’s
love is revealed in His desire for the salvation of souls, so also the desire of Jesus
was made plain when He gave Himself for them. And He now asks that his people be
filled with the same love too, so that they may give themselves wholly to the work of
intercession, and at any cost, pray down God’s love upon the perishing.
And lest anyone should think that this is too high and beyond our reach, the Holy
Spirit of Jesus is actually given into our hearts that we may pray in His likeness, in
His name, in His power. Those who yield themselves wholly to the leading of the Holy
Spirit will feel the need to pray. They will know that God is working in them.
Now we can understand why Christ gave such unlimited promises to His disciples.
They were first going to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Now we know why intercession
is so important to God as the fulfilment of His purpose for redemption. It is the Holy
Spirit who breathes God’s own desire into us, and enables us to intercede for others.
In case your mind remains uncertain regarding the influence of intercession, there
are two remarkable and unavoidable truths that intercession can have a radical
impact in heaven: “…the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express” (Romans 8:26); and “Christ Jesus, who died, is at the right hand of
God and is also interceding for us” (Romans 8:34).

Do not doubt that your payers for others can change their
lives. They can, and they will.

God flowing through us...
Clare Losty, Belfast, Ireland

When asked to deliver another reflection to the group, the word “flow” kept coming
into my heart. I then had this image of a little spring, forcing its way up through layer
upon layer of rock and sediment. It reaches the surface of the earth, and starts to
bubble and flow. In time, the bubble becomes a little stream, and then the stream
starts to branch off into different tributaries.
Of course, the spring is St John’s. The tributaries are the individual Prayer Warriors,
reaching around the world. And the water keeps flowing, week by week, day by
day. Since the end of March, that little spring has turned into a mighty and powerful
waterfall. That spring is Jesus, the water of life.
And that river, that torrent, carries peace, hope, love, healing, joy through all of us,
through the Holy Spirit. And the flow gets stronger and stronger with every posting,
every reflection, every piece of scripture, every prayer requested, every “Amen”
prayed in response, and every message on a Sunday – talking of peace, of love, of
faith, of trust in God. There have been testimonies of healing, of powerful encounters,
of prayers answered – and even of hay getting across the border to Botswana!
We’ve had outpourings of love and support, and floods of compassion for those
suffering in mind or in body. The flow of this torrent is unimpeded, unblocked,
unstoppable. Nothing can stand in its way. Its power and strength build and grow,
and its sound has become a mighty and thundering “Amen” of praise, thanks and
trust in God.
I am sure that I am not the only one who feels refreshed and invigorated through this
water of the Spirit. As Shane said in one of his prayers, Jesus is asking us to drench
ourselves in His glory.

The image of water flowing reminded me of a very simple song of worship:

“Peace is flowing like a river

Flowing out from you and me
Spreading out into the desert
Setting all the captives free.”

The desert is clearly the parched, dry corners of our communities and our world. It
is where people are bereft of true peace, true joy, true love, because they have yet to
come to know Jesus, or they have turned their back on Him.
And they are ‘captives’ in the sense that they are in prisons of fear, despair, prejudice,
past hurts and grievances, a sense of worthlessness, a lack of forgiving – of
themselves and others. They are frightened, broken-hearted, angry at God, and
vulnerable. God is with them, by their side, but they don’t recognise Him as their
source of freedom.
The river, the flow is heading to these deserts, these captives. Because even if we
wanted to, we cannot simply contain this living water within ourselves – it overflows
from us, and there is a neverending supply, no matter how much of it we need
ourselves. The more that flows from us to others, the more we receive.

But most importantly, the flow heads to the deserts and the
captives because Jesus tells us that this living water is for
everyone. He tells us to “Go, make disciples of all nations”.
He is calling on us to carry His word to others – after all,
deserts cannot water themselves, and captives cannot
open prison doors.
But Jesus is always at our side as we go and make
disciples. This hit me powerfully in the reflection which
Walter posted a week or so ago on Prayer Warriors:
“Remember, it’s not your responsibility to convert. Yours is to witness. Productivity is
in God’s hands”.
In other words, we don’t need to worry about finding the right prayer, or piece of
scripture, when seeking to bring freedom to captives. Jesus will speak through us.
We just need to let go, hand it over to Him, and let Him do all the talking.
Because Jesus knows what the captive needs to hear, or see, or feel. As Phil pointed
out, salvation is whatever a person desperately needs at that moment. We may not
know what salvation looks like for that person. But Jesus does.
One person might need to feel loved. Another person might need to feel peace.
Another might need hope. Another might need the perseverance and strength which
Denise talked about. Someone might need all of these things. And Jesus can deliver
what they need, through us.
One experience springs to mind. I was talking with someone who was an atheist,
although she had been brought up a Christian. She railed against religion, and at one
point challenged me and said “So why is Christianity so much better than Judaism,
Islam, Buddhism, then? Huh?”

At that moment the world hit pause for me – time seemed to stretch out for ever. I
remember praying and saying “God – what comes out of my mouth next had better be
good. This woman is in a lot of pain and anger. This is my chance to help her return
to You”.
And after what seemed like an age, I heard these words coming out of my mouth,
calmly, nurturing, without thinking about them at all, or preparing anything: I said “I
am a Christian, because in our faith, God sent His only Son to us. His Son suffered
and died a most horrible death on the cross. He did that out of simple love for you
and me. And He rose again to give us life. No other faith shows this love”. The
woman said nothing in reply, there was no comeback. Just complete silence.
I don’t know if what I said made any difference to that woman’s life. All I can say is
that, a few days later, when she and her husband were leaving where we had met,
she gave me the biggest, longest hug…
In the same way, a river can bring water to a dry piece of land, but not see the land
burst into growth. So we can’t expect instant conversion, or get disheartened when
we are unable to see whether we have had an impact. So much can happen after
we have had our first, Spirit-driven encounter with someone. For that person it may
be the first of many such encounters in which God reveals Himself. And with each
encounter, His river flows towards that person, lapping gently at their feet, bit by bit,
bringing the parched land to life.

And these encounters - as Laura has also pointed out - might

merely be a smile, an encouragement, an acknowledgement, a kind
gesture. A “peace be with you”, a “vrede vir jou”, a “ khutsšo ga e be le
lena”. This is God fkowing through us.

So, God in heaven, help us to recognise and grasp those moments when we can hand
over to You, and let You do the talking – through our words and through our actions.
Send Your peace, love, joy, healing and hope flowing through us in these encounters –
to water the desert, to set the captives free.
Since writing this piece, I want to add my thanks to God for everyone in my life
through whom I received the flow of His love, joy and peace: my parents, my
schoolteachers, my friends – even complete strangers! – as well as St John’s where
I have experienced the flow of truly profound insights into my faith and relationship
with God.

Binding

and

Loosing

A message to the church on the
Prayer Warriors WhatsApp group,
23 August 2020

Dr. Peter Farrant
Dear friends,
I want to thank everyone of you for your loving, caring prayerful messages and for
your deep and compassionate intercession for me and Janet when I was found
to have tested positive for Covid-19. As you know, it was a huge shock-totally
unexpected as I had been very careful to avoid contact with anyone who had
Covid-19. I still have no idea where my infection came from.
I would like to share with you all how God held me and carried both Jan and me
in that time - and in fact is still doing so. It was a great shock to get the lab result.
I could hardly believe what I was reading and was filled with doubt and denial!
However common sense and medical training soon clicked in and I quickly moved to
the guest rooms in our home - which fortunately are well separated from the main
house. All bedding had to be changed, sanitisation done and I had to go into isolation
for ten days!
My mind was in a whirl but my eyes were fixed on Jesus. Candy sent me a link to a
talk given by Bill Johnson on ‘Abiding in the Lord’ -given I think in March – and in my
attempts to get that contact, I actually listened to a podcast of a sermon given by Bill
Johnson on 2 August on church governance – Ekklesia! I remember listening to this
alone in my room, wondering why it was relevant, but relevant it was/is!

Bill started off by making the point that the Lord is working with us all in the church
at this time of Covid-19, by forcing us to look at the strength of the church in the
small gatherings – the two or three gathering across the world in His name and then
meeting together in virtual meetings to agree! This is the true strength of the church
- not to deny the importance of congregational meeting and working and worship too
- but this small gathering of Ekklesia (the church) as he puts it is incredibly powerful.
He read from Matthew 16:13-19.
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will
be[c] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[d] loosed in heaven.
A footnote in my NIV Bible tells me that vs 19 can also be : “whatever you bind on
earth will have been bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will have
been loosened in heaven”. Bill Johnson pointed out that this is mirroring the overall
theme that Jesus was teaching. He taught us to pray: “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven.”

It is the backbone of the great commission Jesus gave us – to make disciples on
earth and to spread the message of the gospel – because it is the message from
heaven. We need to learn how to bring the reality of Jesus’ reign and His dominion
into our individual experience here on earth!
As I was listening to this teaching in my slightly bewildered state, I realised that I
could bind the activity of the Covid-19 VIRUS in my body here on earth, in my room of
isolation and it would also have been bound in heaven!

So that is exactly what I did there and then! I bound the action of the Covid-19 virus
in my body and in the bodies of Jan and all the contacts that I had met with during
the previous week. As I did so, I felt a conviction in my spirit that God had heard that
prayer: Binding and that it would be done.
I told Jan about it the next day and we both agreed with the prayer request. I am
certain that that is what happened to us both and to everyone who had met with me
(albeit with masks, social distancing and all precautions of washing hands etc as
well - that the virus would be bound.
The miracle is that all this happened!
My own clinical course in the next ten days was completely uneventful. I had only
the mildest of symptom on one of the days - but nothing serious. Jan remained well
- albeit a little tired – and not one of the patients or other contacts in the previous
week contracted the infection.
The ten days of isolation was a blessed time of peace and of close, close communion
with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It was a time of abiding with Christ. I just stayed in
the shelter of the Most High and dwelt in the shadow of the Almighty.
May we pray! Father God, thank you for your love for us! Thank you, Lord that you
are love! Thank you, Lord, that what we bind on earth has been bound in heaven and
what we loose on earth has been loosed in heaven! Thank you, Lord, that you involve
yourself at the level of the individual! Thank you, Lord that your church, your Ekklesia,
is strong and powerful- and that you are still working with your Ekklesia all the time
right across the world- as you are in this church of which we are a part - each of us
part of the greater body – your Body Lord Jesus!
Lord we worship, honour and thank you for who you are and for what you do!

Amen

Preach the Word
Craig Pidduck

One Sunday morning, during lockdown, I took my daughter Jessica for a drive.
Sometimes I get a bit bored of sitting at home and I just think a little drive around the
neighbourhood is so uplifting at this beautiful time of year when all the colours have
changed and it’s just so nice to just get out and enjoy a change of scenery.
So we went out and somehow our paths took us to the church, St. John’s. For those
who’ve never been there before, it’s the most gorgeous, little bushveld church. It’s
really such a postcard sort of setting. It’s got these lovely lawns and there’s an over
100 year old original church that was put up by the early settlers to the area. A bit
extra was added as a main block and a tea block and there is a children’s church and
a lovely big Syringa tree in the middle. It’s just beautiful to be there.
It was quite an emotional experience because it’s been over 100 days since we’ve
had fellowship there. And in a sense it was kind of sad too. You remember the
conversations and the smiling faces of people that you recognise from the area
who greet you and chat a bit about the weather and who’s had the most rain and
everything else that we do there. It’s just a lovely, lovely memory that came back of
this fellowship.

I ended up going around the gravesites and reading the different inscriptions and just
chatting with my little girl - she’s six years old - about life in general, I suppose. But
one of the tombstones really caught my eye - that of Stuart Cook, whom I had the
privilege of knowing. He died tragically in a car accident some years ago.
On his tombstone, besides his name and the years that he spent on this earth, was
a simple yet really pertinent inscription. It was just three words and it simply said:
Preach the Word. That was it. There was no son, father, uncle and all that. It was just
‘Preach the Word’. Quite a simple message but so very important and true to what he
stood for and believed in.
We just had some friends visiting, who arrived on the Friday before. They are dear
friends of ours, a school time friend of mine and the godparents of my eldest
daughter. We’ve been praying for all our friends and family over the years to
give their lives to the Lord and they weren’t there when we knew them. His wife
subsequently made a commitment and after much prayer and conversation round
many fires, my friend Shaun actually said: “You know what, I want to do this. This is
so clear to me and it makes so much sense. And I want to make this commitment.” I
ended up praying the sinner’s prayer with him and he made a commitment then and
there, that Saturday night.

It was just such a wonderful privilege to share that with
somebody, especially someone that you love, and we had a
real celebration there. You know, Jesus told his disciples in
Mark 16:15 “…Go into all the world and preach the good news to
everyone.” And Paul wrote to the Corinthians that he considers
it payment in terms of a reward to share the good news with
others. In Luke’s Gospel Jesus talks about the parable of the lost
sheep, where the Shepherd leaves his entire flock of a hundred
sheep to find that one lost one. And when he finds it, he picks
it up onto his shoulders, really proud. And he comes joyfully
back home and he calls his friends and neighbours together to
celebrate with him. In the same way, there’s more joy in heaven
over one lost sinner who repents and turns to God than over 99
others who are righteous.
And I think that that’s truly wonderful. And it’s something that
we should be pursuing in these times. Now, more than ever, the
world is looking to the church for answers, for solutions and
consolation. And the opportunity to bring glory to God is rife.
If we are watching, listening and willing, then the Holy Spirit will
give us the opportunity to reach out and tell others about His
Amazing Grace. It could be in the form of ringing up a neighbour
or an old friend that you haven’t spoken to in a while to see how
they’re doing or helping out with a meal when someone is sick,
offering to pray with someone who’s upset over something,
giving up your time to help others. Our entire lives should be
the loudest sermon ever preached. And the world will know
our Father’s love by the love we demonstrate for each other. He
talks about the light being hidden - you don’t light a candle and
put it under a bowl. You show it off for the world to see and to
light up the darkness. And I think it’s something that I certainly
feel the need to do more often. And to pray for others, pray for
the lost.
I think we should all focus on that in this week ahead. And let’s
just celebrate this amazing grace that our Father has given us
and share that willingly, lovingly with others.

Acts of Mercy
“Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of trouble the
Lord delivers him.”
Psalm 41: 1

Food parcels from St John’s are a blessing supplementing needed food for many
households. On behalf of all recipients we give thanks to our Lord Jesus and all
those persons who make it possible.
You may donate to the normal St John’s bank account, making the reference “Acts of
Mercy”. To donate food, contact Grace Ismail at 072 828 3788 to arrange a drop off.
Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247, Account no 531 746 01684.

Lethabo Kid’s Club has been very active
during the lockdown. We have been
feeding ten families with basic foods
each week. Now we have started a
Bible study for those thirteen years old
and up, with around fifteen teenagers
coming each week. They have been
participating well. We are able to have
up to fifty people in this group.
We have also started a new project called “Little Eden Garden”, a Bible study for four
year olds. The main emphasis of this is teaching the Bible, manners, morals, and
life skills to the children. We can have up to sixty people in this group as we meet
outdoors. So far, we have had fifty-nine! The children get Bible lessions followed by
their other lessons, and then are fed before they leave. This is becoming a big project
as we have two stands of land available, but we need to get a water tank, toilet,
shelter from the sun, and pots and plastic plates and cups for feeding the children.
We could use volunteers! We meet on Sunday mornings from nine o’ clock to twelve.

We are hoping before long, maybe in the next
month, to open up Lethabo Kid’s Club again.
This can happen as soon as we organise a
proper venue.
Please pray for all of these projects, and pray
that the children, teenagers, and adults will
come to know Jesus through this.

FNB Account
Vaalwater, Branch Code # 258629
M.J. Cook T/A St John Soup Kitchen Acc. # 628 4130 2285
FNB Account
Bank Code # 250655
The Kholofelo Association Acc. # 626 55988 0374

In spite of COVID, The Fold has carried
on. All of the children were finally back
by July, and are working very hard to
catch up on the missed education.
There have been lots of upgrades at The
Fold as well. We recieved a donation
from overseas that paid for a new
borehole, with enough left over that we
drilled a second one for future use.
The garden was extended and lots of
volunteers have come in the last few
months to help plant seedlings.

A very talented artist has done
lots of murals all over the outside
of the main building.
The thing the children are most
excited about is the seven piglets
and a lamb that were recently
born at The Fold!

New Additions!

Nedbank Current Account
# 1445126591
Branch # 144547
www.thefold-sa.org

