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Chairmans
’Report
Shane Dowinton

“Forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are ahead...”

We associate 20/20 with having perfect vision, but who could have foreseen the year
that has just passed. Within moments of stepping into the last year we found ourselves
facing a global phenomenon that gripped governments and people alike. All plans we
may have had were side-lined and we became adept at managing life on a week by
week basis. We learned the new vocabulary of Covid; Lockdown, PPE, PCR testing, and
we learned how to social distance, stay sanitised and masked up.
At the same time the fallout of the pressure to keep the virus at bay meant our
economy suffered. Jobs were lost as people were retrenched and businesses that
relied on people, cafés, restaurants and tourism, closed. Tough times in a tough year.
I have discovered through the years that the tougher the circumstances the more I
need to get close to the Lord. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” - James
4:8 is a good reminder that the Lord is present always. I found that in my prayer time
He adjusted me to His perspective, always different to mine.

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
James 4:8

The Bigger Picture

“I know the plans I have for you
says the Lord, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you.”
Jeremiah 29:11

What we think of as overwhelming,
catastrophic, doomsday stuff, the
Lord thinks differently of. His Bigger
plan is different to our biggest plans
and His are right on track. It’s not that
He doesn’t care, it’s just that it hasn’t
surprised Him. Being Eternal has
advantages! God lives in the realm of
overwhelming odds, in fact, scripture
says nothing is impossible to Him.
His perfect plan of redemption was
written into history before one day of
it was lived. And in the midst of that He
promises to look after His own.

In this year of uncertainties, I found Him encouraging me by showing me where He
was busy. In my own circumstances I could see Him upholding my family, our business,
our health. He promises provision and protection and I became acutely aware of that
truth and my need to trust Him.
Having limited interaction this year has
been hard for me. Slowing down hasn’t
been quite the pleasure I thought it might
be, I realised that I like having lots to do.
One morning I asked the Lord: “Show me
something that you want me to do today”.
Immediately two meetings came to mind
and I felt the Spirit giving me distinct tasks
for each.

The Details

I chose to be obedient in both of them and felt the Spirit move, I knew what He’d asked
me to do was important. What I learned from that is; Firstly, Jesus loves the details of
life. He is not above the mundane but loves the opportunity to shift the mundane to the
heavenly. Secondly, that the Spirit-led details are like fine stipples in a much larger
brushstroke. What appears over-simplistic, a prayer of blessing or an offer to pray for
healing, causes a reaction in heaven and a shift of atmosphere. God’s plan may be much
larger than we could possibly imagine but He loves to include us in the fine details that
bring it to pass.

What about 2021?
Well, in the light of 2020 I’m a little nervous to hazard a guess! But I can tell you what I
do know, God is already in it!
We have some building to do. At the time of writing, ideas that will become architectural
plans are already happening and looking promising. Hopefully, within the first quarter
we will see a start to the construction process.
As we have learned to appreciate this year, the church is not a building but a family of
people who love Jesus. However, we are not averse to a family home. What we would
love to achieve is a place of worship that pays homage to the prayers of the saints who
have gone before us here in the bushveld, saints that have laid a foundation for our
faith as a community here. We want a building that acknowledges our history.
At the same time, it would be lovely to have a facility that places us firmly in the present,
something that celebrates God’s presence and work in our lives right now. Already we
are thinking how we can include our international friends on a weekly basis, maybe
that will involve more sound and audio media than we have used previously. If there is
one thing I have learned in 2020, it’s how to think outside of the box!
And ultimately, we would love to build a spiritual and physical platform for future
generations to build from, generations we will never see. We know that the kingdom
of God is always on the increase, here in 2021 we get an opportunity to lay foundations
to allow for that increase.
As we take our first steps into a new year, I just want to encourage you that the Lord
is in this! We carry His joy, peace and hope to the world, we bring good news of His
kingdom to the brokenness of society. We bring light to the darkness. The hope spelled
out at Christmas – Immanuel ‘God with us’- is the hope for each and every year. And
His name is Jesus.

Church set on fire by
lightning strike
a personal account by

Juliet Calcott

On Thursday, 5 November 2020, I saw a white plume of smoke in the direction of 24
Rivers, but it was a rainy day and I thought little of it. My journey home along the 24
Rivers road was one of ploughing in low gear through enormous puddles and deep,
sticky mud. The road seemed barely passable and by the time I reached Boschdraai
the car looked as though it had survived a Dakar rally. With a cup of much needed tea
in hand, I flopped onto my bed and flicked to the WhatsApp messages on my phone. A
message from Ricus on the Waterberg Security Initiative Security info shattered the
peaceful moment: ‘’Kerk by 24 riviere besig om af te brand!”
What? The next message from Liz Hunter confirmed this in English:
“St John’s on fire. Urgent.”
With the Boschdraai firefighter in tow, Phil and I and some of our staff dashed back
down the muddy road. Arriving at St John’s, our first reaction was great relief that the
little church and the Sunday school were untouched. Then, as we rounded the corner
… the devastation wreaked by the fire on our bigger church building was on full display,
with the fire still raging inside. The roof was mostly gone, the interior a smoking hulk
with metal chair-skeletons neatly arranged in rows, the babies’ room a roaring inferno.

Ricus Redelinghuys, a neighbour on the farm, Platteland, had seen the lightning strike
and then the shooting flames. When he reached the church, the heat had initially been
so great, he was unable to get his firefighter through the gate alongside the tearoom.
Julia Mosima’s son, Tsiamo, had seen the fire from EA Davidson school and had run
home to alert Julia to phone Liz. Ken Maud and Liz Hunter and members the 24 Rivers
African community rushed to the scene. Shane and Laura Dowinton, Kat McConnochie,
Rachel Hughes, Summe Kamupambe and neighbours, Abre and Ursula Pheiffer arrived
soon after. Alan van Coller and Solly Potgieter’s manager, Gerrit, brought firefighters.
A Vaaljapie tractor and firefighter were sent from John Bird’s farm. Yet, there was
little anybody could do. There was a sense of sad camaraderie, lightened by Shane’s
dependable humour, as we stood watching the destruction unfold. Along with the relief
that only one building was affected, we shared a confident assurance that ‘’even this’’
was indeed part of the ‘’all things’’ God would ‘’work together for good.’’ Romans 8:28
The sadness at seeing the loss of the church building that provides the meeting place
for the St John’s congregation each Sunday was tempered by the fact that the original,
tiny, historical, 106 year old building standing just a few yards away had not been
harmed in any way.
Whew! All the historical treasures were intact. However, the building we lost has been
‘’home’’ to our church community since 1997. Phil and I were married in the garden as
the building was still under construction on 12 April 1997, but the completed sanctuary
provided the beautiful setting for the weddings of Pam and Bruce Taylor, Lyndsay and
Mattias Suter, and Leon and Tina du Toit amongst others. It also provided the space for
the sad but also glorious memorials of Colin Baber, Joy Baber, John Burrows, Stuart
Cook, Charles Baber, and Nina
Baber. Other moments to
remember are the funerals of
two very elderly immigrants to
the Waterberg, Tanya Baber’s
grandmother, Rose Mills and
her sister, Elsie May (who had
both lived through the blitz
on London in World War 2)
and also the heart-breaking
funerals of two babies, Sutton
Stone and Alexander Green.

For our younger generation, the building has been the centre of community life. Babies
were born, dedicated and grew up attending church in this building week after week. It
is here that they have matured in worship, listened to many inspiring and challenging
messages and encountered the Lord during their tender years.
It is good at a time like this to look back and remember how the Lord has led in the
past, and we are reassured that He will surely lead us safely forward.
When the building was struck by lightning, the ‘’living’’ church was not damaged in
any way. There were, however, some treasures that were lost and which should be
remembered: the Clavinova, (given in memory of Gary Farrant), beautiful pieces of
teak furniture handmade by Andrew Poole - a lectern (given by the Baber brothers in
gratitude for their happy marriages) and a giant teak cross (given in memory of Patti
Farrant). There were also brass candlesticks (given by the Farrant family in memory
of loved ones, Jack and Rupert Farrant), and a beautiful brass cross donated by Dr Jill
Farrant in thanks for all that the church has meant to her. Wall hangings in memory of
Walter and Topsy Eschenburg’s daughter, Sarah-Jane also burnt.

A new way to gather

Ironically, we had not met in the building as a congregation since March due to the
threat of COVID 19. Instead, we have been having services via WhatsApp and these
have proved so meaningful that friends from all over the world – from New Zealand
to Indonesia, Uganda to United Arab Emirates, Germany, England, Ireland and the US
(15 countries at the last count) have been joining in. Just recently, we have met under
shade cloth in the garden of the church, but the WhatsApp services are continuing
as they have become such a powerful time of worship, fellowship and prayer. It has
been exciting to see all sorts of answers to the believing prayer beaming up from all
over the world: there is always someone awake somewhere in the world when a need
arises and a prayer partner is needed.

The building may be in ashes, but the church
made up of living believers is very much
alive. We look forward to seeing what the
Lord has in plan for us as we seek His face
for the way forward. One of the words the
Lord has given us is that this will be a time of
rebuilding, restoration, and release, and that
a new wineskin is needed for the new wine
of a new time. As Laura Dowinton says:

“Exciting times ahead!’’

We have created a Buiding Fund account for those
who would like to contribute financially to the
building of the new church.
The details are:
St John the Baptist Church
First National Bank
Modimolle Branch 250655
A/c Building Fund account - 62876871643
Swift code only for international donors: FIRNZAJJ

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts
on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his
house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blewand slammed against the house; and
yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.”
Matthew 7:24-25
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by Dorothee Engers
In turbulent times, it is important to take a close look at our priorities. For navigation,
it is vital to have a fixed star to focus on for orientation. Today, I want to focus on what
the Bible calls The Greatest Commandment, as a great fixed star for direction.
When the people of Israel were led out of captivity, they were given their cultural
identity and framework as a free people by God, defined in the Law. In Leviticus 19:18
it is written: “Love your neighbour as yourself”. In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses
receives the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai, and tells the people of Israel in
chapter 6:5 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength”.
In the New Testament, we hear Jesus renew and affirm these two commandments
as key in Matthew 22, 37-39. With a few words, He boils down all of the Law and the
Prophets and the Gospel into one simple purpose for us to follow:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it;
Love your neighbour as yourself. All the Law and the prophets hang on these two
commandments.”

Soon after, Jesus goes on to fulfil these two commandments to the utmost, giving up
His life in obedience out of love, as He lays down His life for us and bears our sins.
Looking at this ‘2-in-1’ commandment that is at the core of our calling, it is absolutely
crucial to keep the order intact. God’s love comes first. God is very clear about who
started this love relationship: In Jeremiah 31:3 He says: “I have loved you with an
everlasting love; I have drawn you with lovingkindness”. In 1 John 4: 19 we read: “We
love because He loved us first”. There is no way we could get it right ourselves. The
only way is allowing the love of God to take hold of us!
So what happens if we surrender to the first Commandment and release our petty
ambitions into the unconditional goodness of God? Then, and only then, we will be
able to fulfil the second part, because we comprehend that God lives in all people. In
that way, loving God and loving His children is no longer separate, but becomes one
Greatest Commandment. Jesus points out this divine logic when He says: “The second
is like it” (Matthew 22:39).
As a consequence, loving our neighbour will be the inevitable result of coming in touch
with the divine love. We will not be capable of truly loving our neighbour, let alone
our enemies, if we do not first engage with the great love of God, with all our heart,
soul and mind. Otherwise, all our seemingly good acts will be vain, a hollow religious
exercise. And of course, such actions will not win us any more love from the Father.
His Grace does not operate on merit.

Love your neighbour

Love the Lord your God, with all of your heart, soul and mind. This
means we have three interfaces with the Holy One, all of them relevant
in their own way. Our mind is allowed to roam and question, even doubts
are nothing to fear, simply because God does not fear our doubts. He is
so much greater than all of our doubts and questions. However, we will
not succeed if we try to grasp the mystery of God only with our mind.
As St. Augustine realised more than 1500 years ago: “If you understood
Him, it would not be God”.
That is why the heart needs to take first place. It is our heart‘s yearning
that will point us in the right direction. Only an open heart, however
broken, will sense that God is love and that He is wooing us with neverending loving-kindness. It is only with the heart that we will recognise
and receive this.
Our very bodies give testimony to this truth. In a healthy body, the
blood that arrives at the heart flows into the lungs to be saturated with
oxygen. The fresh blood then returns to the heart and consequently
flows into the body to nourish all the limbs and organs and the brain.
One of the most feared heart afflictions in medicine is called “right-toleft-shunt”. In this deadly illness, the blood takes a detrimental short
cut, bypasses the lungs and is pumped back into the body again without
having received new oxygen. Blood that doesn’t have enough oxygen
can‘t nourish and sustain the body. The result is weakness, suffering
and death. Imagine what happens to our heart when we bypass the
personal encounter with the Living God before we set out! Our acts will
be mere religiousness and not bring life.
Patients with right-to left-shunt can only be saved by a transplant, they
need a new heart altogether. This is exactly what King David asks for in
Psalm 51, verses 10 to 12. He has probably reached the all-time low in
his life and we can feel his heartache and brokenness. In all his shame
and despair, David turns to God for deliverance: “Create in me a pure
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me
from your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore me to
the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me”.

The Holy Spirit is often described as the breath of life, a gentle breeze, sometimes a
mighty wind. If we fail to inhale fresh air, we will surely die. We are dependent on this
breath of life to keep us alive and going in the right direction.
We learn to love only through being loved. Ask any child psychiatrist. God calls us
His children, and children in healthy relationships flourish. They flourish not with the
intention of pleasing their parents. And they never stop to think whether they are
worthy of their parents‘ love. They flourish, because they know that they know that
they know they are loved unconditionally.
So what do we make of this as the children of God? Our Heavenly Father is watching
with endless patience as we beat ourselves up about our own shortcomings, trying so
hard to earn His Grace. What an absurd endeavour!
God is tenderly calling all of His children. He gazes at us with a gentle smile as he tells
us: “Will you please stop fussing so much about your own performance?! It is getting in
the way. This is actually not that much about you. It is first of all about My Love for you
and My Grace for you! Mine is all the Glory! Take HEART, my child! My Son has taken
care of your redemption, there is no need for you to try to attain it yourself.”

And now let’s go, together. There’s a kingdom
to be built.

At the
Crossroad
Peter Farrant
On 8 Nov 2020 we gathered in the shadow of a ruined, burned out church building. It
was a building of recent origin – really only 22-years-old! – next to the original chapel
which is more than 106 years old!
So that begs the question – what is church? It is a good question – and this is a good
time to be looking at this question.
Here is a verse that I have felt the LORD imprinting my mind in the last days:
“This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient
paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.”
Jer 6:16 (a)
We are at a crossroad right now in our church life. This is a good word to ponder and
consider from the Lord! So, let’s do that: Let’s stand at this crossroad we are at – the
burning down of one church building and let’s look at the situation!

What is church?
The English word ‘CHURCH’ is derived from the Greek adjective Kyriakos, as used in
same such phrase as Kyriakon doma or kyriake oikia, meaning “THE LORD’S HOUSE!”
That is a Christian place of worship. In many ways that is exactly what St John’s church
at 24 Rivers is and has been for more than 106 years – A place of Christian worship.
Church in the New Testament sense, however, comes from the Greek word ekklesia,
which mostly designates a local congregation of Christians and never a building. An
ekklesia was a meeting or assembly of citizens. They could meet in private homes or
in public buildings.

So for our purpose today, it is most helpful to think of those two concepts:
1.

A church is a Christian place of worship

2. A church is a local congregation of Christians which meets at a special place from
time to time but is essentially an assembly of people who are either already called
by God and in relationship with Him or are searching for such a relationship and
are healing.
The local church is the world’s hope! The church of the New Testament is described
as the people of God. The people of God gather in local churches all over the world!
St John the Baptist is one them. We are not isolated and alone – we are part of an
amazing worldwide community.
So, a church is a group of people who
regularly meet together in order to
pursue an ongoing relationship with
our Trinitarian Holy God – Father,
Son and Holy Spirit and they often do
so in a building which, therefore, can
be regarded as part of the church.
The building is never the whole
church! That is why destroying a
building will not destroy the church!

What is St. John the Baptist Church at 24 Rivers?
St. John the Baptist Church at 24 Rivers is a group of people who regularly meet in
various ways: On-line, in each other’s homes and at the centre at 24 Rivers to worship,
honour and work with our Lord Holy Father, with Jesus Christ the Son of God through
the inspiration and power of His Holy Spirit.
The organisational part of it has a formal structure which comprises a constitution and
a leadership which is accountable to God and to the congregation.
We have a long history which is worth remembering as we stand at this crossroad
and look and ask for the ancient paths and ask where the good way is! The history is
well known to some but may be worth re-telling for some of our newer members. It is
certainly worth celebrating!

The Waterberg District was regarded as a backwater by President Paul Kruger president of the Zuid Afrikaans Republiek (Z.A.R.). A place where people could escape
from the direct rule of Pretoria because of the remoteness and the communication
and transport methods of the 19th century.
After the tumultuous times of the 2nd Anglo – Boer War (1899 – 1902) there came a
time of rebuilding the country. The Waterberg started to be resettled by the original
inhabitants and newcomers. Society was being rebuilt. It was at that time that Arthur
Peacock, his wife Katherine, Katherine’s sister Edith and orphaned niece Molly came
to purchase and settle on the farm 24 Rivers.
Edith and Katherine had the vision to build a church building on their farm to give
substance to the church community which was starting to meet in various homes.
They donated this little block of land to the Anglican Diocese of Pretoria and engaged
Sir Herbert Baker – a renowned architect who had designed several churches,
cathedrals, and government buildings in the UK, SA, India and across the British
Empire – to design their church.
A vision is a combination of a deep dissatisfaction with what is, and a clear grasp of
what could be. The two sisters had a very clear vision and followed through on it. This
church was named St. John the Baptist because the sisters said it was situated in the
wilderness. It was always meant to serve the community. It was built from local stone
by the pioneers of the Waterberg.
It became a part of the Waterberg Parish of the Anglican Church. St. John the Baptist
church was served by a priest who was based in Modimolle (Nylstroom) and used to
meet on the third Sunday of the month. Travel in the early days of the parish was a
significant problem on the dust roads which often were impassable in the wet summer
months.

That system worked well for several years. The third Sunday was a very sociable
occasion with tea after church at the Davidson home at 24 Rivers followed by tennis
all afternoon. The tennis was played on an ant heap court! In the very early days
(before motor cars), the congregation would gather and camp out for Saturday night
and return home on Sunday after church by ox wagon or pony trap. No one rose to the
level of carriages!
By the late 1980’s it became clear to many of us that meeting once a month was not
satisfactory. There had been an awakening of spiritual values and an understanding of
the role of the Holy Spirit. Several members of the congregation met for regular Bible
studies in the week. These tended to be gender separated: The ladies met during the
day while the men met on one of the evenings. These studies converted to a regular
Sunday Bible study led by Betty and Denzil Tryon: Two stalwart Christians who came
from Zimbabwe to live with their daughter and son-in-law Melanie and Jack Beith.
These two children of God were responsible for my personal understanding of the
gospel and the teachings of Christ.
The system of the priest living in Modimolle with the vast parish of the Waterberg to
minister to took its toll on the priest and became unmanageable – especially when
faced with an increased demand for services – in our case every Sunday with several
mid-week Bible studies. I treated two of the priests for burn-out.
We found ourselves at yet another crossroad!
Given this scenario, some of the congregation were delegated (Charles Baber,
Colin Baber, and myself) to approach our Bishop – Philip le Feuvre – in Pietersburg
(Polokwane) to discuss the problem and possible solutions. Our suggestion that St.
John the Baptist should become an “independent” Anglican chapelry – independent of
the parish of the Waterberg – was favourably accepted and we were then allowed to
run our own services at St. John the Baptist – under the umbrella of the Diocese of St.
Mark the Evangelist which was centred in Pietersburg.

The services were then taken mainly by Charles and Colin Baber in the original chapel.
They were held every Sunday and the Bible studies continued. Invitations were made
to all Christians in the area. This was also welcomed, and the congregation grew in
numbers until the small church was regularly filled Sunday by Sunday. People grew
spiritually!
We then were approached by other members of the community and asked whether we
could become an independent church not linked to the Anglican Diocese.
Yet another crossroad!
Several of the congregation were invited to meet with Bishop Philip Le Feuvre again
to discuss this request. Again, the request was favourably received, and it was agreed
that St. John the Baptist church would become an independent, non-denominational,
community church. The church buildings and land could be leased from the Diocese
of St. Mark the Evangelist for a period of 10 to 20 years for a minimal amount, based
on a trust agreement between the Diocese and St. John the Baptist church. This trust
agreement was drawn up and implemented.
A constitution for the church was established. Provision was made for the appointment
of two patrons – senior men or women of God who could be trusted to ensure that
the church matters – such as matters of theology as well as the accountable running
of the church would be overseen by a local eldership (leadership) which is appointed
from the congregation.
It was at that time that the church that has just burned down was built - 22 years ago!
It was built in a series of phases.
So, dear friends, you can see that since the beginning of this church, there have been
many of these crossroads. This is another of those occasions where we are at a
crossroad. Our Lord is again guiding us! Let us come before the Lord and say to Him:
Lord we are at a crossroad: We are standing here, we need to look and ask for the
ancient paths, we ask for the good way and then we will walk in it and find peace
for our souls. It is exciting! It is a new season! It is a chance to grow and expand our
footprint of the Kingdom of Heaven here in the Waterberg!

Acts of Mercy
Feeding the
Multitude
Acts of Mercy continues to help disadvantaged
families in the local Vaalwater community
and persons who lost their jobs during the
past months of lockdown.
They reach out to people living in extreme
poverty, people with no housing or no income
and with foreign nationals who are struggling
without work. Social worker and nursing
sister Grace Ismail regularly assesses
new beneficiaries in the local community to
identify those with the greatest needs and
distributes donations of clothing, knitted
blankets, baby clothes and sanitary items
as required. They also continue to hand out
as many food parcels as possible to those in
need.
If you want to support this initiative, you can
either donate financially into the St John’s
church bank account below, making the
reference ‘Acts of Mercy’, or you can make
donations in kind and contact Grace on 072
828 3788 to arrange drop-off in Vaalwater.
FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247
Account no 531 746 01684
Matthew 25:35, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat...”

the kids at the Fold have fun
In spite of all the extra work going into catching up on school work, The Fold has been
able to have some fun along the way. They had a dance party in the playground with
lots of nice watermelon. Hands of Hope arrived to spoil the house moms. They taught
them how to make cards, and had coffee and cake. It was a very nice treat for all.
All four houses at The Fold put up their Christmas trees. The kids had fun with all the
decorating. Our oldest child, Piet, had his matric farewell party at school. Unfortunately
grades will only come out next February. Please pray for him that he passes.
The garden has been doing better than ever. Crops that have been a failure in the past
are flourishing. When everyone goes out for the end of year break, there will be lots of
vegetables going with them.

Nedbank Current Account # 1445126591
Branch # 144547
www.thefold-sa.org

During September, October and November 2020 we were able to have our Bible
Studies. During our Sunday four-year old Bible Study, called God’s Little Eden, about
sixty children came and enjoyed Bible stories, games and singing. On Saturday’s
we had Bible Study for teenagers, with about twenty teens coming through to learn
about God’s word. Now we are shut down again until the government eases lockdown
restrictions. We pray that this will happen soon.
We have also been feeding thirtyeight people weekly with staple foods,
and have been paying for a caregiver
for two men that we are helping.

Thank you to all who help support
our ministry
FNB Account
Vaalwater, Branch Code # 258629
M.J. Cook T/A St John Soup Kitchen Acc. # 628 4130 2285

