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Another year in the life of St John’s. One 
of the great things about seeing God’s 
church through a familial lens is that 
things are always changing, growing and 
maturing. A visitor from the UK once 
commented to me at a social function 
their pleasant surprise that we held our 
gatherings in a community of generations. 
She said that it was not common where 
she lived, that youth had youth parties, 
middle aged folk hung out with middle 
aged folk and the older generation with 
their own. There is such a benefit to the 
fellowship of generations together, of 
getting older together, sharing the joys 
and challenges of life – births, matric, 
university, baptisms, weddings, birthdays, 
anniversaries and even funerals. St John’s 
believes this is the foundation of ‘church’. 
Faith is meant to be lived in community. In 
any year, we effectively live through all of 
these together.

In December we said our goodbyes to 
Nina Baber as she ‘went home’ to be with 
the Lord. As sad as it is to say goodbye for 
now, to the believer there is celebration 
also of a life well lived in Christ, the perfect 
reconciliation with her Saviour and with 
those precious ones who went on ahead. 
We thank the Lord for Nina’s life and 
witness to us all as a great mother of the 
faith in our House.

We neatly placed two great weekends 
of prayer in our year. Our first was in 
July when we were blessed to be able 
to prayer walk the bushveld of Lindani. 
Sam, Pegs and Wends had been plotting 
this for a long while and there was a 
beautifully prepared trail for pray-ers to 
make pilgrimage on. Strategic rest spots 
allowed us to stop and take stock, listen 
to the quietness of the bush and to hear 
what was on the Lord’s heart.

Chairman’s Report - 2018
Shane Dowinton

CHRIST’S KINGDOM
revealed in Judea, Samaria,

 and to all the world
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In October we chose again to link 
closely with Angus Buchan’s call to 
prayer, ‘It’s Time’, in Pretoria. While many 
chose to make the journey to a farm 
prepared for hundreds of thousands of 
believers congregating in unity, St John’s 
collectively prayed for a 24-hour period 
before and during the gathering. There 
was a wonderful sense of God doing a 
great thing through his people, “If my 
people called by my name will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 
Chronicles 7:14    

One of the great adjustments in our 
church life this year was an increased 
involvement in missions. Within moments 
of the new year beginning we laid hands 
on Rachel Calcott and commissioned 
her as she joined YWAM for a discipleship 
programme beginning in Amsterdam, 
Holland. From there she was pretty hard 
to pin down as she travelled to Mongolia, 
Israel and Kyrgyzstan? What an amazing 
experience for anyone to have, and no 
doubt her memories will stay with her 
always. We hope other young people in 
St John’s will be encouraged to step out 
in this way.

In March we hosted yet another Richard 
Fothergill Renewal weekend. Richard and 
Jo along with a large ministry team came 
to teach and minister to us. It has become 
a tradition for us to host this weekend and 
I was encouraged to see so many new 
faces hungry to know the Holy Spirit at 
a deeper level. Even for those who have 
attended many times there is a sense of 
‘upgrade’ as we explore our gifts and take 

risk in the safe environment of friendship.

Richard and his team sandwiched our 
weekend between weeklong visits to 
White River where they joined a ministry 
called ‘Hands at work’. Hands is one of 
those nitty gritty organisations that roll 
their sleeves up and work in the deepest 
levels of poverty in their area. Feeding 
schemes, clothing, building, health care 
and loving the community are ways of 
showing God’s grace. This year Summe 
was invited to join them as part of the 
mission team and came back absolutely 
on fire after seeing how God loves to 
minister to the brokenness of our society.

In the middle of 2018 we invited a 
guest speaker to St John’s. Hylton 
Hastie has been a friend to many of us 
in the Waterberg for a number of years, 
mostly to do with his attachment to the 
world of cycling. Hylton’s great passion, 
however, is overseas missions and he 
leads a number of these each year. After 
he shared a message with us it was clear 
that we needed to hook up with him. In 
August we commissioned a team from St 
John’s – Shane, TK, Jess and Kat, to join 
the trip to Armenia. The team linked with 
another from Belarus and ministered to 
churches and at a youth camp over the 
nine days. What an incredible way to 
see God at work, by stepping out of the 
comfort zone and into the faith zone. The 
Team came back with stories of miracles, 
healings and many set free. 

It has been on the heart of the leadership 
of St John’s for some time that we must 
look at mission. 2018 saw us step firmly 
into that arena and we hope to see 2019 
follow on from that.



Well if Armenia put us into ‘all the world’ 
of the Great Commission there was also 
a giant leap in ‘Judea’! During an Elders’ 
meeting we discussed the Farmers’ Hall 
which has been a part of our town’s 
infrastructure since the 50’s. In recent 
years it had become quite run down 
and as leadership we felt the urge to get 
involved. As we began to inquire, we felt 
the Lord’s blessing and favour on the 
project. Within just a few short months we 
had signed administration agreements 
with the Waterberg Farmers’ Trust. The 
grounds and buildings have needed a 
huge amount of work to get them up 
to a standard whereby we can hire it out 
again and as a church we have donated 
a significant amount of funding towards 
this happening. Yet, even in just the short 
time it has been functioning we have 
hosted weddings, blessings, meetings, 
cafes, conferences and seminars, and so 
we really believe that the Farmers’ Hall is 
returning to its primary function of being 
our community’s event venue. 

We also feel that the Farmers’ Hall will 
give St John’s a platform in our town for 
church events and so we have already 
programmed some of these into early 
2019.

Richard Fothergill’s weekend will be 
held here in March, Jono Pons’ ministry 
weekend ‘Snakes and ladders’ will be 
hosted here in January, and we have 
already held a number of entrepreneurs’ 
workshops to encourage and support 
small businesses in the Waterberg. This 
last project has been stimulated by 
Mark and Izzy Warren Smith who have 
become a part of our church family 
in the last year. Mark and Izzy hope to 
move here more permanently from the 
UK in 2019 and invest more time in this 
valuable forum.

So, all in all, another great year! We thank 
the Lord that He loves us as His children 
and that He is so invested in our identity 
and our destiny in revealing Him to the 
world. We look forward to 2019 as a year 
of Christ’s kingdom revealed in “Judea, 
Samaria, and to all the world.” 

Community together in various ways 
and with different events but as a church 
we will have a central facility to run 
many functions that will reach a broader 
platform than we are able to at 24 Rivers.  

We are excited about this vision and 
hope that you will join us on this journey 
as a church to be the “light of the world”. 
We would love to hear your ideas and 
we hope that you will support us as we 
grow our boundaries.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

Shane

Jono Pons at Farmers’ Hall
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New Year’s Resolution:
Become passionate 

about Spiritual Growth
Paul Prince

The end of a year and the beginning of another is an opportunity for a fresh start. What might God 
be making new in your life this year? If you focus passionately on spiritual growth this year you may 

be surprised at the make-over you will get in 2019.

So how do you become passionate about spiritual growth?

1. Devote your life to Christ
The first step to spiritual growth is to devote 
your life completely to Jesus Christ. After 
salvation serve Him fully and you will find a life 
overflowing with purpose, direction, hope, joy 
and contentment, one rich with God’s ways 
and God’s council. 

In one area of Africa where Christianity began 
to spread, converts were zealous about daily 
devotions. They would find their own spot 
within the wild thickets and pour their hearts 
out to God. After some time the spots became 
well-worn, and paths were created. Soon, 
one’s prayer life was made public. If someone 
began to neglect his or her devotional life, it 
would soon be noticed by others. Believers 
would then gently and lovingly remind those 
in neglect, “The grass grows on your path.” 
- (David deWitt; source Today In The Word 
(June 1992)).

Colossians 4:2: Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.

David is an example of someone who obeyed 
God, loved God, honoured God’s Word and 
prayed to God, applying his whole heart to it. 
He pursued God with passion. 

2. Deal decisively with sin
Do you have any ongoing sins in your life?  

John says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9

Paul says: “In Him we have redemption 
through his blood…” Ephesians 1:7

Redemption calls to mind the word ‘forum’ 
(location in ancient cities where slaves were 
bought and sold). Believers are redeemed 
from bondage to sin; made free by the shed 
blood of Christ. All this is made available to us 
by the measureless grace of God’s forgiveness.

Like David we must pledge to worship God 
and Him only with all our heart. We must also 
be quick to repent like David. God will then 
put us back on the right path. We must also 
at times confront sin like Elijah standing up to 
the prophets of Baal and calling down the fire 
of God. 
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3. Discard spiritual laziness
American president John F Kennedy said 
“Ask not what your country can do for you, 
but what you can do for your country.” A 
statement that should be just as well known 
is: Ask not what your church can do for you, 
but what you can do for your church. Don’t 
come to church for what you can get, come 
for what you can give.

Each of us has areas in which we are most 
effective in the body of Christ - our calling 
perhaps, our gifting. Get into the Word of 
truth! As you do, it will challenge you, direct 
you, bless you and give you a Holy Spirit 
hunger for passionate spiritual growth. 

Paul says: “For this reason I remind you to 
fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands.” 2 Tim 
1:6

That means you should not just sit back and 
wait to be served - that is not an attitude of 
spiritual growth. Pray for boldness, step into 
the service of the Lord, and make yourself 
available. God will show you what he wants 
to do through you. You will grow and prosper 
and God’s church will too. Think of Nehemiah 
who completed Jerusalem’s wall in a record 
52 days while facing opposition. 

4. Plan for a method of growth
Put the Word of God first. Job tells us: “I have 
not departed from the commands of his lips; 
I have treasured the words of his mouth more 
than my daily bread.” Job 23:12

The Psalmist wrote: “Your Word is a lamp for 
my feet, a light on my path.” Psalm 119:105

To immerse yourself in God’s Word you may 
listen to recordings: Praise, preaching, studies 
and the Bible.

And you need to study the Bible: Personally, 
in Group Bible studies and by memorizing 
verses. All this requires investment of your 
time but that is rather basic, isn’t it?

We must persist as Jeremiah did in refusing 
to retire from ministry. Although he was 
discouraged, the ‘fire in his bones’ would not 
let him quit. You need to choose a method 
with spiritual growth and stay with it. 

5. Choose to be discipled
Are you mentoring someone? Is someone mentoring you? Paul called Timothy his dear son in 
the faith. Timothy regarded Paul as his spiritual father. We also should learn from their example; 
having in our lives someone to help and someone helping us in spiritual growth. 

Oswald Chambers said: ‘When you meet a man or woman who puts Jesus Christ first, knit that 
one to your soul.’
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6. Dedicate your life to ongoing spiritual growth
As you do this you will begin to see in your life: Deeper 
intimacy with God, an increase in Christlike behaviour, 
greater strength to resist temptations when they come and 
yourself becoming more the teacher than the trainee in the 
discipling process. 

2 Tim 2:2 in my own words: “Timothy remember the things 
I have said (there are many witnesses), teach the same 
things to faithful men, who should be able to teach others.”

As you live to please God and pursue passionate spiritual 
growth you’ll begin to see in increasing measure in your life: 
God’s character; Commitment; Consistency; Obeying God 
without question; Praying without ceasing; Worshiping God 
continuously; Serving others unconditionally.

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

The last three months of 2018 were very busy. A donor did remodelling work in one of the 
children’s homes, kitchen and living room. We also had 30 teenagers for a camp that was hosted 
by A World Aware. Koinonia church from Modimolle came with 15 people and did bush clearing 
for a day. We had three men from Ministro Journeys (USA) who came to do volunteer work and 
to see if they could bring teams to help in the future. It looks like they might bring another team 
in April.

We had two more baptisms, which we are very happy about. Final exams, a graduation ceremony 
with lots of biblical dramas, and an end of year party at Farmstay for all the staff and children 
rounded out the year.

While the children were away for the school holidays, lots of maintenance and new tiles were 
accomplished and quite a few people and organisations donated lots of food, which really started 
our 2019 budget out right. We had a volunteer artist who did a lot of murals in the houses. We also 
had a lot of household goods donated, along with a large quantity of pots and plants, which really 
make The Fold look extra nice.
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Good Friday 
Prayer Vigil

On Good Friday, the 19th of April, we will 
have a special time of prayer to thank God for 
our salvation and to contemplate what Jesus 

Christ did for us through His death on the 
cross. This year St John’s will host the three 

hour prayer vigil at the Farmers’ Hall from 
12:00 to 15:00. Anybody is welcome to join us 

for a part of or the whole time for prayer and 
silent contemplation.

The Farmers’ Hall is in Vaalwater opposite the 
Spar at the T-junction on the Lephalale Road. 

The Maker of the universe 
As Man, for man was made a curse. 
The claims of law which He had made, 
Unto the uttermost He paid.

His holy fingers made the bough 
Which grew the thorns that crowned His brow. 
The nails that pierced His hands were mined 
In secret places He designed.

He made the forest whence there sprung 
The tree on which His body hung. 
He died upon a cross of wood, 
Yet made the hill on which it stood.

The sky that darkened o’er His head 
By Him above the earth was spread. 
The sun that hid from Him its face 
By His decree was poised in space.

The spear which spilled His precious blood 
Was tempered in the fires of God. 
The grave in which His form was laid, 
Was hewn in rocks His hands had made.

The throne on which He now appears 
Was His from everlasting years. 
But a new glory crowns His brow. 
And every knee to Him shall bow

Easter Hymn
(Lyrics unknown, music by Ludwig van Beethoven, hymnal.net) - thanks to Joan Baber
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Called to Disciple

Nick Farrant

As people we tend to look for a specific calling 
for our lives. And that is great! But shouldn’t 
we, as Christians be focussed on our primary 
calling, living out our lives, wherever we 
are, discipling people, and being discipled. 
Continually growing in the surety that we are 
all one body, with Christ as our guide! 

Discipleship is about rescuing people from a 
life without purpose, and empowering them 
in the ways of Christ Jesus. We have all been 
given unique gifts from God, and we are all 
called to make disciples.  

The discipleship process is like the manager-
employee relationship. The manager has a little 
more seniority (maturity), and the employee - 
while learning - has a little less maturity, but 
they are both equally accountable to the 
boss.  So, when I talk about the manager, the 
mentor to the disciple, I’m going to refer to 
him or her as the discipler, and the employee, 
the disciple.

In Ephesians 4:11-13 we have a description of 
discipleship. 

‘So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers (in my words that’s the disciplers) to 
equip His people (in my words the disciples) 
for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity 
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.’

At some point, once you’ve given your life to 
Christ you need to be discipled. In order to 
grow you need to go through a process of 
discipleship. And the ‘level’ of your maturity 
in Christ is a direct consequence of the 
discipleship you’ve had.

It’s a fantastic thing to lead people to Christ, 
but if you can’t disciple people, or put them 
in a place where they can be discipled, and 
become disciple-making followers of Jesus, 
they will more than likely fall away!

I was discipled by Angus Buchan. 
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Angus, at the time had a vision of discipling 
young men, equipping them, and sending 
them out again. He was an amazing mentor. 
We worked hard, got up far too early, and 
learnt a lot! 

When being discipled by someone you tend to 
want to take on his or her mantle, doing what 
you were discipled to do! But I didn’t have the 
maturity to realise that was a bad idea to do so 
soon. So, I began evangelising. Some people 
made a commitment. But because I was so 
inexperienced in the process of discipleship, 
the follow-up was non-existent. 

The truth about discipleship is, when you 
choose to disciple someone you need to 
be invested in that person for the long haul.  
I realise, now that Angus could not do that 
for me and that it was completely unrealistic 
of me to have expected personal discipleship 
from a man with the calling he has. So I sought 
discipleship and brotherhood from other men 
of God.

We are all at different stages in our spiritual 
maturity. And the truth is at no point do we 
ever stop growing as Christians, we are all 
continuously being discipled. In fact Christ’s 
church consists entirely of people who need 
help and who can offer help.  So, we are all 
dependent on discipleship for the growth of 
God’s church, with Jesus as our example.

As a discipler you have the privilege of guiding 
a person in the ways of Christ. Man-to-man. 
Or woman-to-woman. Firstly, because 
men respond better to men, there is more 
understanding of what it is to be a man of God.  
And the same goes for women, and what it 
takes to be a woman of God. And secondly, 
especially with impressionable disciples, you 
cannot let Satan play any role in the way God 
builds His church. 

Discipleship requires a strong relationship 
and an investment in each other’s success, 
because I believe that both benefit from that 
relationship. And isn’t it a marvellous thing to 
be motivated, ambitious and focussed; and 
ultimately investing in the most important 
relationship you are ever going have. A 
relationship with God. 

The discipler-disciple relationship is an 
intentional commitment to meet for the long 
haul with a person who will model integrity, 
ask tough questions, listen attentively, and not 
let you settle for anything less than God’s best. 

This may be a generalisation, but I wonder 
why the world lives in a culture where we pay 
our ministers to do the discipling. We come 
to church, and hopefully leave inspired and 
fed. Have we moved so far away from Jesus’ 
Great Commission that we don’t know what 
disciple-making looks like? 

Some might disagree on this point and feel that 
a commitment is good enough. But I believe 
a commitment, while necessary, is the easy 
part. But a commitment with follow-up and 
discipleship requires real faith and dedication!

It’s like making a decision to support the 
Springboks instead of the All Blacks. Why, 
because when you support the All Blacks 
you’re guaranteed of winning 95% of your 
games. Makes life a lot easier when you 
almost always win, the supporters just 
swim down the stream. You don’t need 
unwavering faith. Can’t say the same about 
the Springboks unfortunately! We’re on our 
knees permanently.    

Why were Jesus’ disciples so effective? They 
were exactly like us, flawed to their very core, 
especially Peter. I believe the answer is because 
they all spent personal time with Jesus.
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They were all in close contact with Jesus! 
Listening intently to His teaching and being 
mentored; as revealed in the Gospels.

For the three years before the crucifixion,  Jesus 
spent personal time with them, mentoring 
them, preparing them for challenges they were 
going to have to face after the cross. The Lord 
knew they would turn their backs on Him; He 
knew they would take their eyes off Him. But 
here’s the encouraging bit for us, my friends. 
He also knew that they would come back so 
much stronger!

So what excuses tend to keep us from 
discipleship? And what are we going to do to 
get past them?

For me, it’s living my life uncompromisingly for 
Christ. It’s so easy to tiptoe around my friends, 
family and new acquaintances, avoiding the 
area that makes my life, while flawed, delicious 
to Christ. My challenge is not to be luke-warm… 
how many times does He have to spit me out? 
Jesus never forced Himself on anyone, He did 
voice His opinion though! And you certainly 
would know who you were with when you 
were around Him!

Your challenge might be completely different 
but I encourage you to identify the excuses 
that hinder your discipleship, and act on that!       
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Being discipled through difficult times...
A testimony by Nick Farrant

Last year I was driving home from Mozambique 
with my wife and three-year old twins. After a 
road accident I was arrested and put in prison 
for a week. On the day the accident happened 
Bill Forbes, whom I consider a spiritual father 
to me, sent me a text. 

The text was: ‘Praying for Nick now. The Lord 
showed me Daniel in the Lion’s den. The 
Lord my God shut the mouths of the lions 
and I also saw the three Hebrew boys in the 
fiery furnace…but there were not three, I saw 
another like the Son of Man. Jesus has allowed 
this to happen to Nick to reveal Himself so 
that his faith would rise to greater heights as 
he sees Him in His faithfulness. What the devil 
intended for evil, God will turn to good. Today 
Nick receives hinds’ feet!’

This text was sent around 9am in the morning; 
and through a strange set of circumstances, 
at about 4pm I was in prison.  Was what 
happened absolutely horrific?  Of course! Was 
I scared? Strangely, not as much as I should 
have been.  Jesus never left my side! When 
you have the peace of Jesus, he will protect 
you and give you strength you didn’t know 
you had. 

While in prison, I felt God say; “Nick I am a 
good God, I did not want this for you, but 
now that you’re in this mess I’m going to 
stretch you a lot, you’re not going to like it, 
but you need to trust me!”

They took all my possessions, except for my 
trousers and shirt. I was also allowed to keep 
my emergency epilepsy drops, and they didn’t 
see my wedding ring so I kept that too. I was 
completely at peace about going into that cell. 

The cell was really a concrete box, separated 
into two halves, no windows and very dark. At 
a stage in the evening, I was told to stay in one 
half alone while the other prisoners stayed in 
the other half. 

There was a lot of shouting in the other half 
of the room and then suddenly the prisoners 
started to sing. Beautiful African voices were 
praising God. I know that because I heard 
two words which I recognised: Hallelujah and 
Jehovah!  After a while a few people filtered 
through into my side. 

It occurred to me that here were men who 
had literally nothing but the clothes they were 
wearing, praising God. Now I can’t speak for 
everyone, but I imagine for most, they were, as 
Christians, in a much better spiritual place than 
most people. Because they were in a place 
where they had to rely on Christ, because 
they had nothing else to hang on to - some 
of them not even family.  We were all guilty 
of something. Being guilty is almost always a 
prerequisite for being in prison. 

Later, the guards brought me pizza, wors, 
salad, and about six litres of Coke. It was 
from the family that my wife Candy and our 
twins were staying with. A Beautiful Christian 
couple! I knew it was way too much, and it 
was intended that I share with my cell mates. 

There was a note on the pizza box from 
Cands!  It said that she would be there to get 
me the next day. That was intended to give me 
strength and hope through the night. So I gave 
the pizza away and asked if I could keep the 
box. 
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At dinnertime the other men shared their 
boiled cabbage with me - yes, boiled cabbage! 
I thought to myself, Lord you have a sense 
of humour. First giving away the pizza, my 
favourite food and then in exchange getting the 
cabbage, my absolute worst. Having a sense 
of humour really helps when you’re living a 
nightmare! 

On the roof of the candlelit cell, in graffiti was 
written; “He is risen”.

 That night I fell asleep on a concrete floor 
under a blanket of Christ.

Because of my epilepsy, I was moved to a small 
room which I shared with the shift police. I 
spent the next six days in that room. With all that 
silence you would think that I had more than 
enough time to spend time with God in prayer. 
Strangely enough I only remember praying two 
prayers; ‘Lord, please fight for me’, and ‘Give me 
your words’! I also read Psalm 91.

I was able to witness to a few guards. Very badly, 
but in my defence when you’re witnessing to 
people with AK47’s it’s a little harder than most 
situations. So turning to the side, and looking 
away, I told them how much Jesus loved them. 

But here is the thing that got to me: For me, 
Satan wasn’t really in that prison at all! If you 
understand who Satan is, you’ll understand 
that he’s the great tempter, deceiver, he always 
offers you the easy way out. 

When you’re in a place like that Satan has very 
few cards to play. What is he really going to do? 
You have very few possessions, absolutely no 
pride, very little dignity. I didn’t even have the 
strength to be angry.

I was frustrated, absolutely. But I realised very 
quickly that I was completely at the mercy of 
man. Man is corrupt; I am corrupt! So, I hung on 
to what the Holy Spirit gifts us - love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. That nobody can 
take away. And I experienced, when I clung on 
to the fruit of the Spirit, Satan had virtually no 
cards to play!  It’s when our hope starts to rely 
on man again that Satan reveals himself.

Anything that happened to me in Mozambique 
is so much easier to understand when I view 
it from God’s point of view The discipleship I 
received in Mozambique is so much easier for 
me to deal with now that I’ve looked at it from 
God’s eyes. But, I pray you don’t have to go 
through a nightmare, like I did to be discipled 
into a whole new way of approaching life. 

Acts 20:24 (NIV)

 However, I consider my life worth nothing 
to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me—the task of testifying to the good news of 
God’s grace.

...and of course that means discipling people for 
Christ’s Church

My experience in Mozambique was an 
experience that God let me go through. But 
for His Glory. I’m sure most of us have had, or 
perhaps are having now, their own version of 
hell and you’ve got to trust that what you have 
experienced or are experiencing is for His Glory 
too!
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Family News
Vacancies at St. John’s 

Children’s Church
St John’s is looking for passionate 
leaders who would love to get 
involved with our children’s 
church. The position would 
involve preparing activities, 
supervising and teaching 20-40 
children under the age of 10 on 
a Sunday morning. If you are 
interested please contact the 
leadership.

Well done Lucy!
Lucy Calcott has achieved seven distinctions and is 
one of the top matriculants in South Africa for 2018. 
Lucy has also led the children’s church at St John’s 
during her high school years and her devotion, love 
and enthusiasm has guided many young souls to 
Jesus. Well done Lucy, we wish you all of the best 
for the future.

Support our knitting project!
Some of our members have 
launched a knitting project to 
teach a useful skill and make 
blankets for the poor. If you would 
like to join this initiative or support 
it by donating wool or needles 
please contact Wendy Godfrey 
on 078 118 1737.

In Memoriam
Two beloved members of our church family 
passed away during the past months: Nina 
Baber on 14 December 2018 and Shawn 
Dhliwayo on 16 January 2019. We will surely 
miss them but we are comforted by the 
knowledge that they are now in Heaven with 
our Father. Please lift up their loved ones to the 
Lord in your prayers.

Book your venue at Farmers’ Hall
The Farmers’ Hall in Vaalwater town 
is a great, affordable venue for events 
and conferences. St John’s has recently 
renovated the hall and its surrounds with 
the help of church members. The hall 
has chairs and tables, kitchen facilities and 
toilets and there is ample parking space 
on the grounds.  Please contact Laura 
Dowinton for enquiries and bookings 083 
419 1929, laura@ridinginafrica.com

Visit www.24riverschurch.com
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“Giving Hope to Youth”

Imagine that you’ve been studying hard, preparing for your future. You’ve just received the good 
news that you’ve passed your Matric exams and have graduated from high school – now eager to 
study further and prepare yourself for a career and for life.

You have great expectations for the road ahead but both of your parents are unemployed and 
have been for a while. With seemingly no hope of them getting a job, there is simply no money 
for you to study.

Then a glimmer of hope presents itself! You’ve heard of an organisation that understands your 
problem and is willing to help you with the course you are best suited to study.

However, when you attend a meeting to learn more about this organisation and what is involved, 
you learn that their funds are low and that they are not able to take in new students at this time. 

When Kholofelo met up recently, we unfortunately had to be the bearers of sad news – that there 
are not enough funds to take in any new students.

At the beginning of 2018 we were supporting fifteen students who were studying courses such as 
Child Care, IT, Business Administration, Tourism, and Health and Safety Management. Our board 
of governors has made the decision that from now on, we will be able to support students who 
are willing to study online or through distance learning. We have a computer room set up for them 
to study in and a mentor there to help with any learning problems, and this seems to be working 
very well.

However, our support has decreased as many have had to cut budgets and costs have risen – 
leaving us with no option but to wait and find those who are willing to give hope to youth.

If you would like to donate and help a student, 
please contact Marilyn Cook 084 805 2199


